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Description: 

Rhabdosphaera otwayensis RAoE, 1977 
r· 

Rhabdosphaera 
otwayensis 

Figs. 1-5, 9-10 - Rhabdosphaera otwayensis n. sp. X2200 Pecten A-1, core 1 
(1890-1915 feet). 

1) NMV P44098; 2-5, 9-10) NMV P44097; (10) holotype; (1-5, 9) paratypes; (2, 4, 10) 
ordinary light; (1, 3, 5, 9) X-nicols. 

This species consists of a medium-long stem and a wide basal plate. The stem is parallel
sided and thin. The basal plate is thin and rather flat without thickened collar at the 
junction with the stem. The considerable width of the basal plate is characteristic for 
the species. 

Dimensions: length of stem 10 p.; width of basal plate 7 p.; average thickness of basal plate 
0.7-1.0 p.. 

Remarks: 

This species differs from Rhabdosphaera claviger MuRRAY & BLACKMAN and R. herculea 
STRADNER in the outline of the stem, which is not swollen at its end, and in having a larger 
basal plate. Rhabdosphaera otway ensis n. sp. differs from R. stylifer LoHMANN in being 
without the blunt point at the distal end of the stem and in having a wider basal plate. 
The new species can be distinguished from R. tenuis BRAMLETTE & SuLLIVAN and R. 
perlonga (DEFLANDRE) in being shorter and in the outer form of the basal plate. 
Rhabdosphaera otwayensis n. sp., differs from R. gladius LocKER and R. pseudomorionum 
LocKER in possessing a narrow stem. The new species differs from R. inflata BRAMLETTE 
& SuLLIVAN in the appearance of the stem and the basal plate, the stem being shorter, 
not inflated, and the basal plate being larger; it differs from R. truncata BRAMLETTE & 

SuLLIVAN, R. rudis BRAMLETTE & SuLLIVAN and R. morionum (DEFLANDRE) in possessing a 
narrow stem and a wider basal plate Rhabdosphaera otwayensis n. sp. differs from R. 
crebra (DEFLANDRE), R. truncata BRAMLETTE & SuLLIVAN, and R. vitrea (DEFLANDRE) in being 
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without a collar at the junction with the basal plate. The new species has .more common 
features in the outline of the stem and the basal plate with R. pannonica (BALDI-BEKE), 
however, it differs in having a wide basal plate. Locker (1972, p. 750) has reported R. 
pannonica from the Lower Miocene. 

Type level: 

Oligocene. 
Known range in Australia: Oligocene. 
Occurrence: Pecten A-1 well. 

Type locality: 

Pecten A-1 well, core 1, from 1890-1915 feet, Otway Basin, offshore southwestern Victoria. 

Depository: 

Holotype: NMV P 44097 (plate 3, figure 10). 
Paratypes: NMV P 44097 (plate 3, figures 2-5, 9): NMV P 44098 (plate 3, figure 1). 

Author: 

Rade J ., 1977, p. 283; pl. 3, figs. 1-5, 9-10. 

Reference: 

Tertiary biostratigraphic zonation based on calcareous nannoplankton in eastern Australian 
nearshore basins. Micropaleontology, vol. 23, no. 3, pp. 270-296, 3 pls., 3 text-figs. 
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